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Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
KEEP PLAYING THAT COMPUTER GAME
There used to be a general feeling that computer games were bad for you and books were good. Now people are not so sure. Researchers have found that computer games, television and the Internet have become key factors in boosting children’s IQs up to levels never reached by past generations.
The idea that intelligence can be measured was first suggested about a century ago, but all that time it was hard to find tests that gave useful results. Over the past two decades, however, tests have become more complex and researchers have found that IQ scores can give a good indication of what children’s future exam results will be. Some experts have even claimed that IQ scores can accurately predict what level of income and status young people will achieve in adult life.
Why are today's youngsters doing so much better than their grandparents? Of course, better nutrition, higher standards of living and improved education all play their part in raising general levels of intelligence. But there seems to be more to it than that. Scientists consider that the change in intelligence levels depends on the complexity of modern life.
In today’s fast-moving world, young people are required to interact constantly with electronic gadgets and equipment. Research has shown that they are constantly exposed to an increasingly complex and visual world – a world far more stimulating than previous generations lived in. This is developing youngsters’ brains in ways that older generations never experienced. Computers are one of the major sources of stimulation, and activities such as playing games and using the Internet seem to be particularly important.
There are still some things that remain unexplained, however. For example, the increase in children’s IQ scores varies according to the type of intelligence being tested. It appears that nowadays people are better at abstract thinking than their ancestors were – but their verbal and mathematical abilities have remained the same as those of previous generations. No one knows why this is the case. Nevertheless, during the last few years there has certainly been a general upward trend, and it has been found that the present generation have IQs about 15 points above their parents. Although this is clearly good news, the growing popularity of computer gaming and other activities has caused concern in some quarters, for two reasons. Firstly, there have been claims that the high levels of violence in the games could encourage children to be aggressive. There have also been fears that children could become addicted to the games, and so be unable to stop playing them. But a recent study found no reliable evidence to prove that computer games contribute to long-term violence or anti-social behaviour.
Indeed, it has been claimed that, in moderation, computer gaming is positively good for youngsters. It requires positive qualities such as fast thinking and rapid learning. However, it seems that improvements in IQ may not last very long without continuing stimulation. The brain seems to be like a muscle and requires repeated and vigorous exercise to stay fit and healthy. When it comes to IQ, it’s a case of ‘Use it or lose it’.
Others argue that computers have only limited value. They fear that young people who spend too much time playing computer games alone will never learn to think independently. They claim that the danger with a computer is that doing repetitive tasks can actually reduce intelligence. In the end, computer games are no substitute for real-life experience and imagination. 
Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.
I. Listen to the text. Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.
1. According to the text computer games, television and the Internet are key factors in increasing children’s IQs.
2. IQ scores do not indicate the future achievements of young people.
3. The complexity of modern life is one of the reasons why today’s young people are more intelligent than their grandparents.
4. Constant interaction with electronic gadgets and equipment stimulates youngsters’ brains to play games and use the Internet.
5. Nowadays people are better at their abstract thinking than their previous generations were.
6. Nowadays people are better at their verbal and mathematical abilities than their previous generations were.
7. Computer gaming and other activities has caused no concern.
8. There are no reliable proves to the fact that computer games make children violent.
9. The improvements in IQ require continuing stimulation.
10. Our brain is like a muscle that requires repeated exercises.
II. Listen to the text for the second time and choose one answer for each question.

11. In the beginning of the text, the writer says that computer games ______.
A have got much better recently 
B are not as good for children as reading.
C can improve the intelligence of young people.
D are now used in many different ways by children
12. During the last few years there has been a general upward trend in ______.
A children’s verbal abilities 
B children’s intelligence
C children’s computer gaming
D children’s mathematical abilities
13. Research indicates that violence in computer games ______.
A can sometimes be addictive for children 
B may lead to aggressive behaviour 
C can make some children nervous or afraid 
D may have little effect on children
14. Computer gaming is positively good for youngsters because it requires ______.
A fast thinking and rapid learning.
B mathematical abilities.
C vigorous exercise.
D IQ scores.
15. Some people say that playing computer games may affect young people's ability to ____.
A make decisions on their own 
B tell original stories
C find work which satisfies them
D develop physical skills
Reading Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
TEXT I
Read through the text. Decide if each of the 9 statements is true or false and mark one.
HOMESCHOOLING – MYTHS AND FACTS
I’ve heard it a hundred times. If you’re thinking about homeschooling, it probably troubles you. “What about socialization?” is the major question people have about a homeschooling lifestyle. Professional educators, who don’t fully understand the many styles of homeschooling, often raise this issue. They believe school is the only place children learn socialization skills. But it’s just not true! 
The socialization myth was born out of a misconception of what it’s like to homeschool. Many educators and critics of homeschooling still believe homeschoolers hit the books at 9 a.m., work all day at their kitchen table till 3:00 p.m. or later, and spend their day isolated and alone. This, of course, is ridiculous! The homeschoolers I know are out and about every day, enjoying museums, beaches, parks, and shows without the crowds. They travel often. The kids participate in Girl and Boy Scouts, and sports. They take art, dance, drama, language, and music classes, to name a few. 
Dr Raymond Moore, author of over 60 books and articles on human development, has done extensive research on homeschooling and socialization. His book, The Hurried Child, should be in every homeschooler’s library. “The idea that children need to be around many other youngsters in order to socialize is perhaps the most dangerous and extravagant myth in education and child rearing today.” Children often do not respond well to large groups. They become nervous and overexcited by noise and too many people. Learning becomes difficult. Behavioural problems develop. After analysing over 8,000 early childhood studies, Dr Moore concluded that, contrary to popular belief, children are best socialized by parents – not other children. 
What kind of socialization occurs when 20 or 30 kids of the same age are placed in a classroom together day after day? Peer pressure is enormous. Kids feel like they need to look and sound and be like everyone else, at the risk of forgetting or never discovering who they really are. The results are rivalry, ridicule, and competition – hardly the environment for healthy socialization. A homeschooler who interacts with parents and siblings more than with peers displays self-confidence, self-respect, and self-worth. She knows she is a part of a family unit that needs, wants, and depends on her. The result is an independent thinker who isn’t influenced by peers and is selfdirected in her actions and thoughts.
Homeschooling parents know kids need blocks of quiet time alone. The time to dream and grow and find out what it is they love to do. This is something few children enjoy today. They are never alone at school, and their after-school lives are packed full of activities as well. Socialization, like learning and life, takes place every day. How you interact with your kids – and how they watch you interact with the outside world – teaches them all the social skills they’ll need to know. Stop worrying about the socialization. It’s a “problem” that never existed.
1. Professional educators doubt whether homeschooling involves sufficient socialization for children. 
2. In the author’s view, homeschoolers are engaged in a variety of outdoor activities.
3. Dr Moore claims that homeschoolers need their peers around in order to socialize. 
4. Dr Moore believes that classmates are the most suitable social partners for children. 
5. According to the author, self-esteem is acquired more naturally in a homeschooling environment than in a school setting. 
6. Independent thinkers are encouraged more in a competitive school setting. 
7. In the author’s view, children in a classroom environment develop their individual personalities more intensely. 
8. We can imply from the article that the school environment does not give children individual quiet time to identify their choices and preferences.
9. The most significant way to teach children socialization is by letting them experience the daily patterns of their parents’ social skills. 
TEXT II
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
MY STRANGE OBSESSION WITH HORROR FILMS
I used to hate horror films, and would refuse to watch them as I didn’t understand why anyone would want to scare themselves on purpose. But now I love them, and I will even watch them by myself. So what is it about them that makes us keep watching?
To be completely honest, I will still have a cushion nearby to cover my face for particularly bad parts, but I enjoy watching them nonetheless. My sister is exactly the same, and we always watch a scary film together whenever we stay with each other. But as a rule we have to watch something ‘happy’ afterwards to take our minds off it. The question is: do we actually enjoy watching horror films? 
I think we do. It’s like going on a rollercoaster when you don’t really like them – you do it for the rush of adrenaline that comes from being scared without actually being in danger. As I truly am scared of rollercoasters, watching horror films is my way of experiencing this. And it is entertaining, especially if it is a film you haven’t seen before – you can try and guess what’s going to happen, although that isn’t always easy and more often than not something will make you jump. 
I recently sat down by myself to watch a film called ‘The Strangers’ which involves a group of people with terrifying masks attacking a couple’s house. For some reason I had to keep pausing the video and doing something else, like checking emails or reading a bit of my book. I don’t know what it was that made it different to all the other horror films I have watched, but I just couldn’t bring myself to press the play button. (I did watch the second half a few days later and wondered why I hadn’t just seen it all the first night.) 
So, perhaps as I am getting older my tolerance of horror films is getting lower and lower, or maybe I just felt more scared than usual that day. Either way, I know I will continue to scare myself (as long as I watch something cheerful afterwards!)
10. The writer’s attitude to horror films _______.
A has been disapproving 
B has completely changed 
C has been the same 
D has been selective
11. The writer likes watching horror films _______.
A in company of her sister 
B because of the feeling of thrill 
C and doing other things at a time 
D without any sensible reason
12. When watching horror films the writer finds ________ amusing.
A stopping the video 
B characters in disguise 
C unpredictable scary moments 
D hiding behind her cushion
13. Watching something light-hearted after horror films _________.
A belongs to her watching habit 
B diverts her attention from problems 
C is often less entertaining 
D makes tension dissipate
14. She couldn’t finish watching ‘The Strangers‘ because _______.
A of no apparent reason 
B her sister forced her to stop it 
C the play button didn’t work 
D she had to check her emails
15. The writer is sure that she will ________ horror films.
A be less obsessed by 
B become less tolerant of 
C be more terrified by 
D carry on watching
Writing Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Write an answer to ONE of the questions 1-3. Write your answer in an appropriate style.
1. An English-language magazine is publishing a series of book reviews. The editor has asked readers to contribute to this series. Write a review of a book you have read that has made an impression on you and which you would be able to recommend to others. Explain what makes the book worth reading in your opinion and why it would appeal to other readers. 
2. You have just celebrated an important event with your family. Write a letter to your friend telling him/her all about it. Include this information:
· what the celebration/occasion was;
· where you were;
· who you were with;
· what you did.
Do not mention your real name and surname in the letter.
3. You have seen this advertisement for a job in a local newspaper.
	pop rock jazz classical salsa blues
CITY SOUNDS MUSIC SHOP - ENGLISH SPEAKERS
NEEDED FOR SUMMER WORK
Are you interested in different kinds of music?
Are you hard-working and reliable?
Do you have any useful experience?


Apply to the shop manager, Mr Holborn, explaining why you would be suitable for the job. Write your letter of application. Do not mention your real name and surname in the letter.
