
Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Once again the organisation which promotes Australia, Tourism Australia, is advertising the best job in the world. But this year, they have six jobs going, all for six months, with a great salary and extra spending money. If you think one of these is your dream job, you have to make a 30-second video explaining why you are the best person for the role.
The job of “outback adventurer” is for someone with a passion for outdoor life, and in the Northern Territory there are plenty of wide-open spaces. The job is for someone to find out the best adventures and jobs for young people on working holidays. You’d be getting close to wildlife, sleeping under the stars in a bush camp and flying over stunningly beautiful landscape in a hot air balloon. Your duties will include getting to know about aboriginal culture and eating traditional bushfoods, maybe including insect larvae.
Like the idea of 200 days of sunshine every year? Job number two is a park ranger in tropical Queensland. It’s a wonderful state with ancient rainforests, the world’s largest sand island and the awesome Great Barrier Reef. Here your duties would include protecting and promoting native plants and animals, spectacular waterfalls, dinosaur fossils, untouched beaches and indigenous culture. You’d get paid to patrol the beaches of Lizard Island and live a life most people can only dream about.
Another island job is as “wildlife caretaker” on Kangaroo Island in South Australia. If you love all kinds of animals, this is the job for you. The advert says you’ll be able to talk to wallabies (a kind of small kangaroo), play with dolphins, cuddle koalas and sunbathe with seals on the unspoilt beach at Seal Bay. You would get about the island on foot, by bicycle, kayak or boat, taking photos and leaving only footprints. There is one potential drawback, though. You’d need to be pretty brave since you might come face to face with great white sharks.
Maybe you are not quite so keen on the great outdoors and your talents are more journalistic. If you fancy feature writing, photography and making videos, you can apply for the position of lifestyle photojournalist for Time Out in Melbourne. You would be required to photograph and write about the city's coolest cafés and musical events. But you’d also cover tourist activities in the whole state of Victoria, including surfing on the Great Ocean Road, skiing at Mount Hotham or watching the little penguins at Phillip Island.
Are you a foodie? Do you know about food, as well as love eating it? If the answer’s yes, you can apply for the role of “taste master” in Western Australia. Your job would be to promote the best restaurants, pubs, wineries and breweries. You’d also catch fresh seafood off the beautiful coast and learn all about making wine and beer.
Finally, a fantastic job in Sydney. We’ve all seen those amazing firework displays in Sydney Harbour. Well, you could be one of the people making that happen next year. New South Wales is looking for a “chief funster”, who would be based in Sydney while travelling around the state and tweeting about the coolest things going on. This job would appeal to someone interested in everything: sports, the arts, entertainment, food. You’d also be involved in making the Sydney Festival, Mardi Gras and Vivid Festival as spectacular, and as fun, as possible.
Glossary
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Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.
I. Listen to the text. Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.
1. The organization lends assistance to promote tourism in Australia.
2. Tourism Australia annually advertises six jobs for six months.
3. Extra spending money is included into your monthly salary.
4. You are to prove that you are suitable for the job of your dream.
5. A 30-second video guarantees you will be admitted.
6. The job of “outback adventurer” is appropriate for you if you detest wildlife.
7. A job of outback adventurer is a tough trial because an applicant has to feed on bushfoods only.
8. A park ranger in tropical rainforests has to put up with hot and sunny weather.
9. A park ranger patrols all beaches in Australia, including those of Lizard Island and Kangaroo Island.
10. A wildlife caretaker should interact with different animal species.
II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. 
11. A potential drawback of being “wildlife caretaker” is _____.
A absence of fast means of transport.
B a chance to come across sea predators.
C spoilt beaches at Seal Bay.
D a constant interplay with wildlife.
12. If you apply for a position in Time Out, you are both ______.
A a surfer and photographer
B a columnist and photographer.
C a reviewer and photographer.
D a surfer and traveller.
13. A foodie’s job is _____.
A tasting local Australian dishes.
B hunting for best products.
C visiting restaurants and cafes.
D distributing data and advertising restaurants.
14. A “chief funster” is obliged to travel around the _____.
A country.
B continent.
C region.
D city.
15. It is chief funster’s duty _____.  
A to make arrangements for events.
B to hold sport competitions.
C to have a good handle of surfing.
D to run a restaurant.
Reading Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
TEXT I
Read through the text. Decide if each of the 6f statements is true or false and mark one.
The Secret Social Media Lives of Teenagers
A few months ago, Harvard University revealed that it had cancelled admissions offers to at least 10 students who had shared offensive images within what they thought was a private Facebook group chat. The students posted memes and images that mocked minority groups, child abuse and the Holocaust, among other things. 
Over the past few years, memes – usually images or videos with text often meant to be funny or sarcastic in nature – have become one of the most popular ways, along with photos and videos, in which youth communicate on social media. While some of that communication can be positive, allowing teenagers to explore their own identity development and find a sense of belonging, it can also get teens in trouble. 
In an environment where teens spend around nine hours using some form of online media every day, it doesn’t take long for them to be influenced by an “all-about-the-likes” sense of values that can potentially lead to wrong decisions. 
It is quite common that many teenagers have a real Instagram account (so-called “rinsta”) for a wider audience and then keep a “finsta” for their closest friends. Many teens use shortened versions of their names or aliases for finsta accounts, which they often see as an opportunity to share a less-edited, less-filtered version of their lives. They might spend a lot of time trying to capture the perfect Instagram photo for the rinsta, which reaches a wider general audience. Like the teens in the Harvard Facebook group chat, those using finsta accounts can have a false sense of confidence to say and do things they might not want a wider audience to see. 
And because so much of today’s teen social media use is rooted in a fear of getting caught, closed and secret Facebook groups are one way teens privatize their communication. Secret Facebook groups remain unsearchable and members can only be added or invited by another member. 
The ready availability of tools to hide teen social media use can be problematic, leading teens to overshare images, videos and commentary. But that privacy has long been proven to be unreliable, because information shared within a private group can easily be captured in a screenshot and shared with a wider audience. In the case of the Harvard students, administrators found out about images and messages shared within a private group chat, highlighting how easily information shared behind digital walls can quickly become more public.
1. Harvard University punished students for sharing rude pictures and videos. 
2. Only a few Instagram users have more than one account. 
3. A “rinsta” account usually contains a less-edited version of users’ lives. 
4. Teens do not typically set up finstas in their own name.
5. A screenshot can be misused to share private information with a wider audience. 
6. The privacy of social media has been proven to be reliable.
TEXT II
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question.
In the past decade, educators have noticed an increase in the number of students with “helicopter parents”. These are mothers and fathers who pay too much attention to their children. The name comes from parents who constantly “hover” over their children, being overly protective and constantly intruding in their children’s lives. 
Many teachers have come to dread the “helicopter parent”. When their children perform poorly on a test or an assignment, the parent will often angrily lash out at the teacher while the child goes blameless. In extreme cases, helicopter parents will do their children’s schoolwork for them in order to ensure that their children get a passing grade. Although this may lead to a better report card, teachers complain that these children are learning nothing except to depend on their parents for everything. What’s more, these children learn to be afraid of failure at a very young age because they have always relied on others for success. Psychologists argue that a major part of positive childhood development is for children to try and to fail at things by themselves so that they can learn to take chances in their lives in order to succeed. They claim that helicopter parenting is robbing them of this valuable learning experience. 
The increase in helicopter parenting has also changed the way that teachers do their jobs. Because these parents regularly praise their children for every little effort, their teacher finds that he must do the same or the child loses confidence and feels insecure. Although it was common for teachers to give the occasional pat on the back to a student who works especially hard, teachers complain that nowadays they are expected to continually praise and reward the efforts of all students, even if their efforts are not exceptional. This can be demoralizing for a teacher and it also discourages other students from making truly outstanding efforts. If everyone is praised highly no matter the effort, they say, then what is the reward for making a bigger effort? 
The problem of helicopter parenting is not limited to childhood. Children of helicopter parents are now entering college and university as young adults. Despite this, many helicopter parents are still actively involved in their children’s lives. They even go so far as to pick out which college their children will attend and which subjects they will major in. College interviewers have even been astonished to see prospective students attend an interview with their parents tagging along and answering questions for them! Some people wonder how far helicopter parents will go for their children. Will children attend job interviews with them after graduating from university? How will these children function in a demanding world where their parents can no longer help them?
7. According to the article, what are “helicopter parents”?
A parents who are hopelessly concerned about their children
B parents who are excessively concerned about their children
C parents who are moderately concerned about their children
D parents who are insufficiently concerned about their children 
8. The word “ensure” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to:
A promise
B bargain 
C sponsor
D guarantee
9. The word “continually” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to:
A usually
B constantly
C occasionally
D infrequently
10. It is implied in paragraph 3 that helicopter parents _____.
A make teachers more motivated
B make the job of a teacher more demanding
C make the job of a teacher more diverse
D make teachers lose confidence and feel insecure
11. The word “they” in paragraph 4 refers to:
A helicopter parents
B college interviewers
C university students
D children of helicopter parents
12. The word “them” in paragraph 4 refers to:
A college interviewers
B prospective students
C children of helicopter parents
D helicopter parents
13. The word “function” in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to:
A begin
B exercise
C improve
D perform
14. It is implied in paragraph 4 that _____.
A helicopter parenting is not a new phenomenon
B helicopter parenting is a brand new phenomenon
C helicopter parenting has been happening for a number of generations
D helicopter parenting only occurs when children go to university
15. What would be a good title for this passage?
A Problems caused by helicopter parenting
B Helicopter parenting improves education
C Children of helicopter parents perform poorly
D The difficulties of teaching helicopter parents
